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With the popularity and effectiveness of the communicative language teaching
in the last decades, many governments and institutions have been trying to
implement the method. Therefore, many teachers state that they use this method

even though their practice do not correlate. For this reason, identifying what the
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communicative language teaching in theory is important. ‘Seven questions to
ask about a method’ (Johnson 2013) will be referred

1. What are the method’s big ideas?

The big idea, as the name of the method suggests, is teaching the language so
that the students are able to communicate (Duff, cited in Celce-Murcia et al., 2014,
pl5). The teacher plays the role of a facilitator and helps the students to learn the

language, in contrast to the teachers who practice grammar translation method who
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3. How much ‘engagement nqnl e _ ”does the method expect?

This method can be described as the combination of both the behaviourist and
mentalist views. The method is close to natural way of native language acquisition.
At the same time, students minds are usually fully engaged, because they are active
with the higher order skills as for the Bloom's Taxonomy (Anderson and Krathwohl,
2016). Students create develop elaborate imagine, plan when the communicative style
is used. Activities make the students fully engaged to the tasks and help them to learn
the materials effectively and efficiently. From my own experience I can state that

compared to the methods which are based on remembering and understanding, the
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communicative style activities require the students to be involved cognitively,
mentally and emotionally as well. This in turn makes the activities very engaging.

4. Is the method deductive or inductive in approach?

Communicative language teaching is inductive (Harmer and Thornbury, 2013)
contrary to the grammar translation method which used to be popular all over the
world. Teacher explains grammar rules deductively whenever necessary, however
students are encouraged to understand the rules inductively which can be very
beneficial for the comprehension as they work out the rules to find out the structure

and usage of the rules. N
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As an ang§Wwer to this question, a typical |communicative

! guage teaching
classroom is referred. ‘Observation:| The er~distributes a handoat that has a copy
of a sports column from a recent neg ’MP ciples: Whenever possible authentic
language as it is used in a real context-should be introduced’ (Larsen-Freeman, 2008).
Authentic language can be used without simplifying the language. slowing down is
recommended whenever needed (Global TEFL, 2015). If authentic language is used
with further explanation and slowing down when required, the learners tend to start
understanding after some exposure and the learners start using the same type of
language themselves.

8. Is the method structural, functional or interactive in its approach?
The method is functional and interactive (Thornbury, 2017). The main aim is

teaching the functions that are used in real life as requesting apologising and the
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alike. Compared to the grammar translation method which is mostly about

individuals work, in communicative language classes students mostly do pair work
group work and project works which are all interactive in nature. The tasks and
activities usually relate to the personal life of the students therefore it is one of the
biggest factors of the interactivity of the method . Although it is effective and
interactive, implementing this method in the classroom is not always easy. It is
challenging especially in the classrooms where the students usually work individually

and use information from the textbooks even for productive skills of writing and

speaking. In\communicative language teaching,/ students usually use their own
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same time and|@4ng the same resour i me adaptation with a different
approach on lessons can be turned into to dommunication cused lessons in
which the students will be able to unic ing the languageé/they learn. “With
CLT began a movement away from ition on formats where the

focus was on mastery of different itéems of grammar and practice through
controlled

activities such as memorization of dialogs and drills, and toward the use

of pair work activities, role plays, group work activities and project work’
(Richards, 2006, p4). In the context of teaching English language communicatively
teachers try to make the students learn some dialogues or texts and the retail them.
those activities are still Beeston memorization. teachers do periodic open lessons and
seminars and showcase how the English language is being taught at that certain

School. if you go and observe one of those demonstrative lessons you will witness that
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all the speaking activities in the lesson were pre memorized. Authors of our

current books studied and worked with grammar translation method for many years
therefore this has got a very strong influence in the production of the types of
activities given in the textbooks. The biggest factors that the teachers tend to use the
old method is the community of teachers and especially the administrative body who
come to schools and the check the process of lessons perceive that the students must
keep calm. is any administrative personnel comes to a school and works in a corridor
and here's any noise from any classroom that classroom is generally considered to be
do municative

oy
e

and unorganised and the teacher is pereeived to the not prepared and unable to
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communicati

have to to identify the gist of the text scan or skim to find a specific information, do

true and false tasks and so on. in reality the teachers have 40 minutes time in a
lesson. during this time teachers try to make sure that the students know all the new
words that I used in the text. therefore the majority of the time is spent to find the
new roads and the right the translation, translate the text using this new words.
hence the students don't read the text for communicative purposes. teachers try to
make sure that the students have a notebook and write all the new words so that
when any administrative checks are carried out the teachers can show the notebooks

of the students to show the process of teaching and learning. the written exercises and
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new words represent that the teachers have done their job and the students

studied in the lesson. if the students really do the reading tasks outlined in the
exercise book they may not right on their notebook. when administrative checks are
done if nothing is written for that date the teacher is considered not to have taught
that lesson. for this reason to be on the safe side the teachers prefer to be able to prove
the taught lesson by showcasing the written works of the students whenever any
administrative check is done. as we can see some trainings werel carried out

nationwide insufficiently and the administrative body evaluate the teaching process

from a different/ pers ectlve Therefore th\e bltter truth 1s although th

use buy all the\ pachers docum p practice in realit 4
Suppor d\ ef /; gngtion. l our skills te\imforgv, unicate of
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schools. but the

provided to the

y are not sufficien for all the techers besides th¥8 most of the the

technological devices breaks down & J the audio recordings which are not
authentic were recorded by a few nﬁ : 1ve §ers. all these factors Hinder Doing
listening activities for communicative purposes. In spite of all the the factors that
hinder teachers can use the audio material skillfully. personally I I sometimes read
the the audio script myself whenever I cannot use technology to do it. when I read
the audio script to the Beginner levels I just asked whether they like or dislike what
they heard what they would like to change. I also instruct the students to rewrite
what they heard the way they they perceive it to be right for example. By playing the
first part of the audio I stop the audio and ask the students to predict the remaining

part of the audio. this activity makes the students think critically, Imagine in
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elaborate on the topic . another intriguing activity is Doing discussion asking

the cause or the result of the event agreeing or reeing or disagreeing to a certain event

Writing for communicative purposes mainly involve Organising sentences
coherently and cohesively. this is the communicative competence. it is contrary to the
linguistic competence which is the basis of of which Focuses on the accuracy in a
sentence level (Richards, 2013). getting a message across based on personal

knowledge and experience or based another learnt material by Reading or listening.

public schools e letter is is mostly used because writing based on pers experience
is mostly s iuu fpr advanced les Regarding the(r e teachers
Richardson (200 Q) feforibe as “R : !ﬁ heing : Speech and

writing and-ene Wb/
—
error-free

of her/his own\rs adiirati : i s, L tifies to elicit the

lenty of

student answe ed—x " D V ¢ y erienoéh. The teacher
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message /cr 1, this plays
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equal and helpe b of the académigfstyle’ (Cook, 2008,

productive types of

method, in my les

The reason is v young pners ot-hs and knowledge

to express th
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\A-i.v € N ’\
'&Q\%ﬂ y.4 “ Tt eadolderlearners.

response and

disposal is very good to use them ih-a ;.. e’conditions (Larsen-Freeman, 2008).
Using variety of materials as cards, visuals, and Integrating technologies as
computers, speakers, projectors smart boards appropriately definitely helps to

improve the quality of the teaching.
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