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resistance to biotic and abiotic st g 1d the best agronomic practices and
storage systems; adopt the use of botanidal seed as an alternative propagation
method; develop seed production system in the country; and train farmers and other
stakeholders. Shortage of seed potato has been recognized as one of the most
important factors limiting potato production in developing countries The production
of clean seed is very crucial to sustain high production and productivity of potato in
the country. Currently, the common method for propagation of important potato
cultivars is through tubers. However, this propagation method has encouraged
accumulation of tissue-borne viruses, fungi, and bacteria in subsequent seasons. This

has led to significant losses in yield and tuber quality over the seasons. Therefore, the
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multiplication of clean tuber seed is an essential part of a strategy for organizing

a potato seed program and involves different methodologies and approaches. A
prerequisite to a successful and sustainable seed scheme is a continuous supply and
maintenance of pathogen-free seed. Quality seed of an improved potato variety is key
to increasing the productivity of a potato crop. The genetic potential and other traits
of a variety are determined by the use of healthy and improved seed. This is true
because the usual method of potato propagation throughout the world is using the
vegetative seed tuber. The TC technique employed in the micropropagation of

potatoes consists of the aseptic cultivation of cells or fragmentﬁﬁ?f pl/zn,t tissues and
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Potatoes grow best during cooler weather. Plant potatoes 2-4 weeks before the last
frost in the spring, when the soil temperature is at least 40 degrees F. In warm

climates, potatoes are planted from January to March and harvested between March

and June.
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