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least a good command of these skills d be well prepared in thetr own capacity to
impart such skills onto students. ﬁrm.ﬂ- n the existing literature yields a less
than satisfactory result for professional de\}elopment specifically designed for 21st
century skills teaching, especially for in-service teachers. This is a grave issue as
teachers educated and trained under the old teaching model in past decades are
neither adequately aware of nor ready with all the skills to create a 21st century
teaching environment for their students’ learning. The exact areas they are weak in
have not received sufficient attention in the literature either. With the aims to
provide stronger educational support to in-service teachers in their adoption and
development of new skills in 21st century teaching, this chapter first highlights the

skills and capacities that teachers lack, then suggests methods for teachers’ reference
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in their acquisition or strengthening of such skills to keep themselves in line
with contemporary educational development. [6.233]

Getting teachers prepared for the launch of a new 21st century skills oriented
teaching style is no easy task. It is proposed that most of the learning goals of 21st
century skills can be taught within the context of scientific inquiry or project based
learning, which requires “ambiguous” teaching. This teaching style calls for teachers
to be able to engage students in self-directed strategies about their own learning, to

organize activities that delegate learning decisions to students and monitor their
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their confidence in using IT professionally, for example, in using word processing soft

and learning. The availability of te

wares, and saving and accessing shared files. [9.203-219] This brings our discussion to
the next point concerning attitudinal issues of teachers towards IT. Teachers’ beliefs
in IT and confidence in their own IT skills are two prime attitudinal obstacles towards
effective technology integration in their teaching. Specific concerns that teachers
harbor include their worry that the syllabus cannot be completed on time should
computers be used in teaching and learning, and their fear that computers may be
broken, lost or damaged during use. Studies in the area have shown that teachers’

beliefs on IT are positively linked to their IT practices. If teachers feel uncomfortable
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with the use of technological tools or are apprehensive that they may not be
qualified to teach using IT, there are less likely to incorporate technology into their
teaching, resulting in less interaction between students and technology.

Media education is most effective when teachers have clear expectations of
students” media consumption habits and media awareness to be able to design a
tailor-made media education program for their students’ maximum benefit and to
evaluate their improvement and that of the program itself. Since children in the
present era are exposed to media content from a much earlier stage at a more frequent
rate via the Internet and popular social media such as Facebook teachers may have
the wrong ass b ptibn that their digita e-Students are hdvigg the)same level of
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collaborative tools in teaching and ag_ing it 1€ imperative that teachers take the
necessary measures to ensure sufficient and éffective communication among students
on the chosen collaborative platform. Without the teacher’s timely support and
mediation, collaboration requires a lot more effort and becomes time consuming,
leading to failure in task. But as students advance in their collaboration skills, they
gradually require less guidance to complete their assigned group work. In order to
design collaborative learning activities most suited to students’ experience and level,
teachers should be able to observe and judge the levels of student ownership of the
inquiry mode. [7.126-142]
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After reviewing the components of 21st century skills that teachers should
possess for their own use and for them to pass on to students, we explore way of
getting teachers to process, understand and internalize these necessary skills for

modern teaching and learning.
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